Secure your food and trash

Allowing coyotes access to human food

and garbage is reckless. Coyofes
primarily hunt rodents and rabbits for
food, but wil take advantage of
whateveris available, including garbage,
pet food, and small domestic animals. To
assist in minimizing a potential conflict
with a coyote. Residents are encouraged
to follow the fips provided to minimize
interaction with wildlife:

e Do not set your trash out for pick-up
until the day of pick-up to reduce
attracting predators in the middle of
the night.

e Don'tleave trash cans uncovered.

e If you leave garbage outside, don't
use frash bags as garbage
containers; coyotes can easily rip
them open and scatter the contents.

e Feed your petsindoors if possible.

e |If you do feed your pets outdoors,
food dishes should be promptly
emptied and removed after the pets
have eaten.

e Remove any fruit which has fallen to
the ground, and cover compost piles.

e Provide secure enclosures for outdoor
animals.

e Askyourneighbors to follow these fips.

Although the City of Santa Fe Springs places a
high value on its wildlife, some species that
have adapted to urban environments have the
potential to cause problems and/or conflicts in
specific situations. In addressing such, the City
of Santa Fe Springs promotes policies
supporting prevention and implementation of
remedial measures that do not harm the wildlife
or their habitats.

The City of Santa Fe springs does not own or
have any control of wild animals found within its
boundaries, nor is the City responsible for the
actions or damage caused by them. These
animals are a common and integral part of our
ecosystem, biosphere and the circle of life.

Taking a few preventative measures should
help deter unwanted wildlife from visiting your
property. Please remember that if the three (3)
life sustaining elements are available (food,
water and shelter), you are likely to encounter
some form of wildlife in your area.
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Coyotes in California

The coyote is a member of the dog
family, and is native to California. It
closely resembles a small German
shepherd dog with the exception of the
long snout and bushy, black-tipped tail.
The coyote’s high-pitched, yodel-like
yapping can frequently be heard at
night.

Coyotes are extremely adaptable and
can survive on whatever food s
available. Coyotes are an important part
of the ecosystem, helping to keep the
rodent populations under control. They
hunt rabbits, mice, birds, and other small
animals. Coyotes are by nature fearful of
humans.

If coyotes are given access to human
food, pet food, or garbage, their
behavior changes. They will quickly lose
their natural fear of people and may
become bold, even aggressive.

Use Negative Reinforcement

If coyotes begin frequenting your
neighborhood, let them know they're not
welcome. Make loud noises, throw an
object at them, or spray them with a
garden hose. If you or your pets are
approached by an aggressive coyote,
pick up your pet or keep it on a short
leash, and try to frighten the coyote by
shouting in a loud deep voice, and by
waving your arms to make yourself
appear larger. If you are seated, stand
up, retreat from the situation by walking
slowly backwards so that you do not turn
your back on the coyote. For everyone's
safety, it is essential that coyotes retain
their natural wariness of humans.

Report Threats and Attacks Immediately
If you see a coyote behaving
aggressively or aftacking a person
immediately call 211. Animal Confrol
(SEAACA) will respond to a situation
involving most wildlife animals which are
sick, injured, deceased, or have had
physical contact with a person or
domestic animal. To report an injured,
vicious, or deceased animal, contact
SEAACA af (562) 803-3301.

Coyote Precautions
Residents, especially those living near open
spaces, natural thoroughfares, or wild land
preserves, are advised to give special attention
to the following Do's and Don'ts to safely co-
exist with the coyotes:

[»]e]

e Consider making your pet an indoor
pet when living in an area that is known
to be occupied by coyotes.

e Keep your pet on a short leash.

e Install motion-sensitive lighting around
the house.

e Eliminate thick ground cover, such as
ivy and low shrubs from around
dwellings to reduce protective cover
for coyotes and make the area less
attractive to rodents. Coyotes and
other predators may be attracted to
areas where rodents are concentrated.

e Keep yards free from potential shelters
such as thick brush and weeds, and
enclose the bottoms of porches and
decks.

e Use a Coyote Shaker: A can containing
a few coins or rocks which can be
shaken and thrown at the coyote.

e Teach children not to approach stray
animails.

e Don't walk your pet during dusk or
dawn, when coyotes tend to be more

active.

e Don't dllow pets to stay outdoors at
night.

e Don't adllow pets to roam from home
unattended.

o Don't feed wild animals.
e Don't approach or attempt to “tame”
coyotes.
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